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Center For Women In Transition 

Mission & Vision
Our mission is to create and sustain an 
environment that enhances the voice,  
opportunities, and strength of women  
and girls in Allegan and Ottawa Counties.

We believe an important part of our com-
munity’s strength lies in the recognition of 
our interdependence. This interdependence 
creates a shared accountability among 
individuals, families, schools, businesses, 
and community organizations to facilitate 
responsible decision-making, and to hold 
individuals accountable for their actions. 

We believe women and girls in our commu-
nity can and will make the most responsible 
decisions for their lives when they:

are treated with dignity and valued as •	
unique individuals

know their diversity is respected•	

live in a healthy, secure environment, •	
free from the threat of violence

are provided educational opportunities •	
which promote a healthy lifestyle and 
build a healthy sense of self

have access to the information and •	
resources necessary to make and act 
upon their decisions

believe in themselves and recognize •	
their value as an integral part of society

We believe that the most effective results  
for today’s women and future generations 
are achieved when our services are both 
reactive and proactive.

Our Programs
Crisis Intervention

24-Hour Crisis Line•	
Emergency Shelter•	
Legal Advocacy•	
Sexual Assault Nurse  •	
Examiner (SANE)

Supportive Services
Child & Family Services•	
Domestic Violence Advocacy•	
Sexual Assault Therapy•	
Women’s Supportive Services•	
Adult, Teen, & Children’s  •	
Support Groups

Transitional Services
Housing Program•	
Vocational Advocacy•	
Wardrobe for Work•	

Prevention & Community  
Engagement

Outreach Committee•	
The Clothesline Project•	
Silent Witness Project•	

DELTA Project

Girls on the Run®
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“ ”
Every adversity has the seed of  
an equivalent or greater benefit.

W. Clement Stone
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A generation ago, people throughout this nation embarked on 
a grassroots movement to confront and prevent domestic and 
sexual violence. More than just a movement, the message of 
safety and respect for all is now embedded in the fabric of our 
community. We now live in an environment that aspires to value 
every person, to honor the unique gifts each person has to offer 
this world, and to treat everyone with dignity and compassion.  

We at the Center for Women in Transition are proud to be a 
part of this community that chooses to replace violence and 
abuse with cooperation, equality, safety, and justice. In 1977 
the Center committed to being a place of safety and healing for 
vulnerable people and their families. Individuals and organiza-
tions throughout this community have made substantial invest-
ments in this vision. Today we continue to honor our promise to 
help people find new strength, new hope, and new beginnings 
through our programs and services. 

Thanks to the leadership and dedication of our exceptional staff 
and Board of Directors, we are poised to renew our promise to 
the community. The Center will continue to serve as a catalyst 
for change and support in Ottawa and Allegan counties. 

Thank you all for supporting the Center for Women in Transition. 
Together, we can all move closer to our vision of a society free  
of violence and full of opportunities for all.

Sincerely, 

Charisse Smith Mitchell 
Executive Director

Center For Women In Transition  
From the Executive 
Director

Successful transition of leadership was our focus in 2007–08. 
Under the outstanding leadership of Maria Hoekstra and with 
the assistance of Dale Dykema and the other board members 
listed in this report, the Board of Directors took on the year’s 
challenges of change. Our proudest achievement was securing 
Charisse Mitchell as our Executive Director in June 2008.

Charisse came to Center for Women in Transition with solid 
non-profit leadership experience and a true compassion for the 
clients we serve. With each and every new day at the Center, 
she demonstrates a growing enthusiasm and talent for linking 
people to our mission. The board is pleased with the warmth, 
respect, and welcoming our community has extended to her. 

Finally, I want to take this opportunity to thank the staff for your 
continued dedication to our clients and their families. Our 
successes in this transitional year were possible because of 
your efforts. Now all of us, board, leadership, and staff, stand 
together poised to Keep the Promise and conquer the  
challenges of our future.

Sincerely, 

Steve Harvey
President

Center For Women In Transition  
From the President of 
the Board of Directors
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“ ”
I’ve been given a second life to live…a second 
chance to share and be an example to other people.
Linda, a survivor of abuse

My name is Linda… 

Photo by Andrea Yoas
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Non-client Services
Wardrobe for Work	 237	

Girls on the Run®  
(Fall 2007 Spring 2008)	 1,482

Nights of Emergency Shelter	 3,494

Nights of Transitional Housing	 31,508

24-hour crisis line  
Total calls	 3,519

Total Individuals Served	 3,282

More Center Statistics

I’m confident and living a normal life. I’m a 
proud mother of three, a recent graduate of 
Empire Cosmetology School, and a survivor 
of domestic violence. 

My kids would say that I am different now…
happier, more open. My situation became 
very public when newspapers and televi-
sion described the arrest and conviction of 
the father of my third child for trying to hire 
someone to kill me. 

Before the community became aware of 
my private pain and crisis, I turned to the 
Center for Women in Transition and began 
seeing Anna, a client advocate. 

Anna helped me when I lived in fear from 
harassment. I believed this man was so 
powerful that no one could touch him. 
Anna’s message helped me stay strong 
and not give up, “We have the resources, 
people and experience to help you.” 

Because of her, and for the first time in 
years, I had someone to trust. I became 
comfortable as Anna helped me with 
transportation, medical needs, food, living 
accommodations for my family and through 
all the legal challenges. 

Every woman in this situation needs to 
get help – you cannot do it alone.

I want to help other women and have the 
strength and courage to say, “Stay focused. 
There are people you can trust. You can’t 
give up. There are people at the Center to 
help you become a survivor, too.”

	 	 % of 	
	 total	 total
Non-residential 
Domestic Violence	 245	 15.67%

Domestic Violence Shelter  
Adults	 65	 4.16%
Children	 80	 5.12%

Transitional Housing
Adults	 57	 3.65%
Children	 95	 6.08%

Sexual Assault	 49	 3.13%
Sexual Assault Nurse Examiner	 40	 2.56%
Women’s Supportive Services	 30	 1.92%

Crisis Intervention Outreach	 135	 8.64%

Children’s Therapy	 38	 2.43%

Walk Ins	 729	 46.64%

TOTAL CLIENTS SERVED	 1,563	 100.00%

KEEPING OUR PROMISE to the clients we serve…I am a survivor. 
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Robert & Linda Rynbrandt
Randy & Wendy Schregardus
Wendy Schweifler
Rebecca Shankwiler-Brown
Jim & Carol Stroop
Lee & Mildred TenBrink
Beverly Walcott
Jan Walters & Joel Welch
Pamela & Randal Wedgwood
David & Linda Wesselink
Martha Winsche & Jack Gisinger

Benefactor Society  
($250 – $999)
John & Jean Adams
Char Amante
Susan Anderson
Cindy & Don Anderson
Tom & Jackie Anderson
Anonymous
Anonymous
Paul & Meena Ariagno
Pamela & William Armstrong
Mary Assink
Daniel & Alice Aukeman
Alan & Linda Avery
Chris Bart
Robert & Kathryn Bates
David Bennett
Martin Berent
Tricia Bernhard & Ken Dziesinski
Franco & Alessandra Bianchi
Tara Blandford
Keith & Judith Boonstra
William & Diana Bos
Patricia Bradfield
Judson & Kirby Bradford
Rudy & Diane Broekhuis
Kevin Brown
Mike & Pat Burgess
Jon Carr
Victor & Elizabeth Claar
Basil Collins
Robert Cooke
Kris De Pree
Barbara De Pree
Anna DeHaan
Andrea DeKock
Jack & Bea Derks

Garth & Mary Deur
Shelly DeVries
Gary & Joyce DeWitt
Keith & Mary DeWitt
Dave & Polly Diehl
Kris & Scott Doenges
Monica Donnelly
Ken & Alyce Doss
Doug & Pam Dreyer
Beth Eckhardt
Sandra & Carl Edewaard
Nancy & Michael Edewaard
Richard & Paula Edwards
Bob & Anne Ellis
Thomas & Susan Ervine
Lynn & Jan Everse
Judy & Jack Faber
Sally Farabee
Kathy Frieling
Allyson & John Fris
Roger & Anne Gamache
Rebecca & Steve Gardiner
Bobbie Gaunt
Jeff & Jamie Grasman
Barbara Griffin
Betty Haan
Craig & Karen Hall
Jaco & Michelle Hamman
Steve & Tami Harvey
Jodie Haverdink
Daniel & Sharon Hendon
Elizabeth Heterbring
Arleen Hewlett
Marvin & Cris Hinga
Susan & David Hoekema
Renze & Marjorie Hoeksema
Norma Hoogewind
Emily & Joe Hovinga
Maxine Imanaka
Bari Johnson
Steven & Bonita Johnson
Susan & Roger Jonas
Terry & George Julius
Doris Kennedy
Beth Klein
Bob & Kathy Klinesteker
Darcy Komejan
Liz Krimendahl

Giving Societies – Individuals and Families
Listed here are supporters 
of our services through their 
thoughtful charitable giving  
and financial support. Giving 
societies reflect both restricted 
and unrestricted gifts and 
events, which advance our 
mission with sustaining and 
compassionate care.

1977 Society  
($10,000 and up)
Anonymous
Anonymous

Visionary Society  
($5,000 – $9,999)
Dale Dykema
Laurie Hekman
Bill & Maria Hoekstra
David & Carol Myers

Sustaining Society  
($1,000 – $4,999)
Thomas & Sharon Arendshorst
Dave & Jane Armstrong
Jim & Mary Louise Avery
Charles & Anne Brower
Mark & Rhonda Capel
Bob & Maxine DeBruyn
Doug & Sandy DeKock
Aaron & Rachael DeWitt
Jane Dickie
Moira Donnelly
William & Betsy Fluharty
Mark & Angela Harder
Mark & Robyn Hofmeyer
Jackie & Dwight Hoover
Philip & Lillian Koning
Timothy & Lisa Koppenol
Lois & John Lamb
Jean Martin
Chris & Amanda Miller
Lisa & Rich Mosher
Bill & Lori Notier
Tom & Gloria Pratt
Linda & Wayne Pynnonen
Bruce & Edith Rosema

Jon & Sue VanAllsburg
Tim & Denise VandenBosch
Coert & Christy Vanderhill
Jon & Lisa VanDerKolk
Rita & William VanderVliet
Dan & Mary VanKampen
Collette Volkema DeNooyer
Cheryl Wabeke
Debbie Wade
Ed & Rachel Walsh
Michele Watts
Ruth Winkler
Mark & Pam Winner
Christopher & Juli Wiseman
Harold & Karen Wolters
Brett & Jen Zeerip
David & Jan Zessin

New Beginnings Society  
($1 – $249)
Kenneth & Janice Aalderink
Nicholas Abid
Thomas & Cynthia Abraham
Carol Achterhof
Emily Achterhof
Mary Jane Achterhoff-Lint
Tara Adams
Matt & Amanda Ahearn
Dennis & Mary Lou Alexejun
Mary Kay Alguire
Hal Alsum
Elisabet & Kermit Anderson
Linda Anderson
Anonymous 
Michelle Anthes
Tom & Judy Anthrop
Ted & Francine Anton
Mary Lynn Arbanas
Mary Aufderheide-Devette
Dean & Sandra Avery
Mary Awdey
Don & Debbie Axce
Molly Ayers
Denise Babbitt
Greg Babbitt
John Babcock
Kathy Babcock
Craig Bade
Jim & Merri Bader

Keith Lankheet
Thelma Leenhouts
Mark & Debbie Lenters
Judy Linn
Sarah Lock
Michele Lonergan
Robert & Rose Mannes
Sherry Martens
Wayne & Diana Mavis
Kristin McIntire
Jeff & Tracy McMartin
Harold & Gerri Meeusen
Joshua & Molly Meringa
Jon & Kathryn Miller
Carolyn Mills
Timothy Moses
Anita & Haans Mulder
Jean & Fred Nelis
Arin & Johanna Neucks
Roz & Curt Nienhuis
Mary Olsen
Bruce & Jane Patterson
Judy & Jack Payne
Tracy Piasecki
David Plaggemars
Jim & Kathleen Ponitz
David & Barbara Pyle
Elizabeth Pyle
Thomas & Kathy Ringwold
Mark & Pat Roehling
Jenny Sak
Betty Jo Sandberg
Dan & Julie Scarbrough
David & Barbara Schipper
Craig & Kelly Seaver
Edward Sheridan
Debra Sikanas & Russell Radford
Marcia & William Smith
Betty Soulliere
Jeanne Steber
Paul Sterenberg
Robert & Deb Sterken
Jeffrey & Deanna Stout
Sue & Joe Strazanac
Jeff & Kim Stuk
Daryl & Bonnie Tammen
Connie & Hal Thornhill
Ray & Denise Van Heuvelen
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Adrienne Bailey
Billy Baillargeon
Karin Baird
Mishelle Bakewell
Jeremy & Laura Bakker
Marge & Carey Bakker
David Balas
Frank & Gert Baldwin
Edward & Mary Baldwin
Kelly Balks
Marilyn Bamborough
Lisa Bancuk
Steven & Kathy Bandstra
Meghan Barber
Tammie & Joe Bardowski
Leonard & Linda Bareman
Gale Bareman
Mary Lee Barker
John & Jackie Bartley
Arlene Barton
Rhonda Bartos
Tammy Basil
Shirley Batchelder
Steve & Bev Baumann
Angela Baxter
Steven & Debra Bayus
Les & Carla Beach
Jim & Joan Beaudoin
Mary Beaudoin
Waltraud Beckmann
Carol & Paul Bedient
Kyle Bedore
Kim & Kenneth Beebe
Bradley Beers
Don & Susan Beery
Lenora Bell
Audrey Beltran
Alisha Bergman
Elsie Bergstrom
Trudy Berkel
John & Claudia Berry
Naomi Betancourt
Kathy Betts
Alyssa Bilodeau
Patricia Birkholz
Jim & Shelly Bishop
William & Susan Bissell
Kenneth Blackwell

Terese Blair
Pamela Blake
Kitty Blessing
Roger & Leslie Boerma
Linda Boeskool
Barbara Boeve
Arn & Lynne Boezaart
Geri Boileau
Muriel Bolhuis
Karen Bolt
Judith Boogaart
Dean & Rebecca Boonstra
Michelle & Dennis Boonstra
Paul & Lynette Bosch
Pat & Ted Bosgraaf
Julie & Dan Bourbon
Jennifer Bouwens
Char Bouwens
Elizabeth Boven
Becky & Richard Bowen
Julie Bowen
Jason & Kaitlin Boyink
Bill & Patti Bradford
Dorothy Bradish
Sara Brennan-Leonard
Randy & Vicki Breuker
Sandra Brewer
Andrew & Sandra Broekhuizen
Pam & Ron Brown
Linda Brown
Jonathan & Jeannette Brownson
Elton & Elaine Bruins
Roger & Connie Brummel
Larry Bruursema
Rick & Dar Buckley
Janis & Stanley Buell
David Buren
Beth Burguard
Valerie Burke
Kevin & Dani Burke
Elly Burke
Lyne Burkey
Nancy Burkitt
Sarah Burrichter
Stephanie Busch
Steve & Cheryl Bushong
Nancy Jean Buskirk
Tonya Busman

LaVerda Bussinger
Tina Butler
Elizabeth & James Butler
Philip & Marilyn Buwalda
Jill Caesar
Richard & Alice Camarota
Rick & Julie Campbell
Geraldine Caplan
Shelley & Sean Carl
Bob & Sue Carlson
Patricia Carlson
Charlene Carpenter
Tory & Rhonda Carter
Tiffany Carter
Rosemary Cary
Mabel Casey
Leslie Cassis-Withun
Brian & LaVonne Clark
Dave & Beth Clark
Pat Clark
Nancy Clark
Mary Ann Clark Donahue
Cynthia Clatanoff
Noel Clavette
John & JoAnne Clickner
Marilynn Cobb
Judy Coffield
Lesley Coghill
Brenda Coghill
Shelly Conklin
Susan & William Conrad
Wende Cook
Kathy & Doug Cook
Carol Cook
Jeff Cook
Melissa Copeland
Salena Corner
Donna Cornwell
Belinda Coronado
Connie Corriveau
Suzanne Cox
Judith Cramer
Malinda Craymer
Ruth Cronk
Stephanie Cross
Patricia Cross
Marty & Carol Cudzilo
Chris Cullum

Barbara & Dennis Dryer
Candace Dugan
Kathleen Dunmore
AJ Dunning
Heather Dyke
Stephanie Dykema
Linda Dykema
Paul & Carin Dykema
Deb Dykema
Sandra Dykstra
Jeffrey & Elizabeth Ebihara
Julie & Terry Edewaard
Carol & Vern Edewaard
Cathy Edison
Charles & Sharon Edris
Cheryl Edwards
Gerry & Wilbert Ehmann
Margaret & Ken Elhart
Michelle Elliott
John Ellis
Paul & Tina Elve
Todd & Ellen Engle
Kent Engle
Karen Ensing
Thomas & Rosemary Ervine
Randy & Vicki Essink
Bill Essling
Alison Ewing
Judith Fabiano
Charlene Farmer
Lillian & Ed Fencl
Barb Ferguson
Stanley & Lorna Ferguson
Charlene Fields
Janice Fike
Meg & Russ Fincher
Michael Finn
Meg & Patrick Fitch
Roberto Flores
Dale & Karen Flowerday
Max & Lois Flowerday
Beth Foley
Terri Foley
Bruce & Cynthia Ford
Barbara Forman
Bruce & Susan Formsma
Sue Fosdick
Sandy & James Foster

Jane Curtis
Leland & Jane Curtiss
Janet Dalman
Rodney & Jodee Danhoff
Lisa Danicek
Keri De Boer
Lori De Kleine
Thomas & Elizabeth Deater
Neil & Karen DeBoer
Margret DeBruyn
Kendall Deckard
Chuck & Sue DeGlopper
Jackie DeGroot
Gayle DeJonge
David & Amy DeKruyter
Gunars Delands
Stephanie Delands
Joan DeLeeuw
Beth Den Bleyker
Vicki DenBoer
Michael & Frances Densham
Cynthia & Don Dephouse
Barb & Chuck DePree
Dean & Mary DeRidder
Bruce & Vickie DeSmith
Elizabeth DeWaard
Rachael DeWitt
Janet DeYoung
Terry & Cynthia DeYoung
Shelly Dietz
Jill DiFranco
David Dirkse
Janet & Glenn Dirkse
Lamont & Ruth Dirkse
Kathleen Disbrow
Mary Doak
Sandra Dole
Tiffani Dollarhide
Mike & Bev Donahue
Katherine Donnelly
Lauren Doty
David & Kim Douglas
Susan Dozeman
Gloria & Lou Draeger
Kathryn Drake
Lynda Dreese
Brian & Pam Dreyer
Rodger & Patricia Drueke

Giving Societies – Individuals and Families
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Sandra & Peter Frame
Ron Frantz
Ruth Frechen
Lorma & Ken Freestone
Lynne Frey
Alex Fricano
Sara Friedmann
Judy & George Friedriechsen
Dale & Barb Fris
Tammy & Jeffrey Fritz
Shari Frutig
Hannah Fuller
Theresa Furbush
Joy Gaasch
Lisa Gabriel
Darci Gager
Christine Gara
Kenda Garbrecht
Bridget Garcia
David & Whitmey Gardiner
Kathy Gates
Barbara Gauthier
David & Jannelle Geertman
Sandi Gentry
Steve & Linda George
Daniel & Mary George
Joan Geurink
Mobe Gezon
Bill & Patricia Goebel
Tom Goodman
Dan & Janet Goodwin
Betty Gordon
Sandy Gores
Henry & Meri Lynn Gorr
Lindy Graff
Kristen Gray & David DeBlock
Shelly Greco
Catherine Green
Joan Grillo
Karen Grissen
Breah Groen
Erli Gronberg
Lynn Groothuis
Missy Groothuis
Stephen & Terry Grossman
Eileen Grostic
Gary & Jackie Gustafson
Elizabeth & Erwin Gutsell

JoEllen Haas
Cynthia & Jeffrey Hagedorn
Jim & Janet Hagel
Morna Hallsaxton
Gene & Laura Halsey
Matthew & Susan Halteman
Amy-Lynn Halverson
Elizabeth Hand
Nancy Hanenburg
Michael & Sharon Haner
Michelle Hanks
Janet Harestad
Tricia Harney
Daniel & Janice Harris
Susan & Tim Harrison
Dave Havercamp
Jennifer Hawkins
Jodi Haywood
Stella Heavilin
Heather Heemstra
Teresa Heger
Matt Heitmeier
Nancy & Jeffrey Helder
Cal & Emily Hemmeke
Ron & Sue Hemmeke
Lynne Hendrix
Ralph & Mary Ann Hensley
Mary Ann Herbst
Alan & Gail Hering
Nancy Herman
Sally Heuertz
John & Wava Heyboer
Esther Heyns
Lisa Hickman
Dave & Deb Hildenbrand
Steve & Norma Hiligan
Karen Hill
Judith Hillman
Tamara Hirzel
Sarah Hochhuth
Mark & Giny Hoekman
Mary Hoffman
Pegi Holcomb
Barb Holden
Randy Holkeboer
Bob & Dot Holleman
Candace Hollister
Stacy Honson

Thomas & Phyllis Hooyman
Jerry & Betty Hop
Barb & Bill Hosteter
Diane Howard
Carol Howell
Julie Hower
Kay Hubbard & Daniel Fisher
Sandy Huber
John & Kelly Hudzik
Pat Huff
Tammie Hughes
Jon & Tamara Hulsing
Linda Hulst
Barbara & Robert Hunt
Marc & Mary Hutchinson
Eileen Hutton
Evonne & Kelly Inderberg
Connie Ingham
Sherry Jackoboice
Linda Jacobs
Patrick Jacobs
Jill Jacobson
Kent & Mary Jagnow
Mike Jakymiw
Pam Jamrog
Lorna Jarvis
Brittney Jatzo
Mary Jellema
Nicole Jepsen
Weir & Mary Ann John
Barb Johnson
Holly Johnson
Jennifer Johnson & Jon Bylsma
Kristen Johnson
Robert Johnson
Dan & Barbara Joldersma
Catherine Jones-Rikkers
Nancy Josephson
Carly Kammers
Mary Ann Kampe
Andrea Keinath
Luann Keizer
Sara Kelci Yeager
Jack & Joanne Kelley
Eleanor Kelly
Kara & Chris Kemperman
Jeannette Kenbreek
Andree Keneau

Rob Kengis
John & Heide Kenjorski
Earl & Cornelia Kennedy
Kenneth Keuning
Cynthia Keur
Linda Kinnaman
Ruthmary Kiomento
Julie Kipp
Marleen Kirchhoff
Elizabeth Kircos
Betty Klausing
Paul & Jacki Kleinheksel
Betsy Kleist
Bill & Priscilla Klerekoper
Cynthia Knoll
Bradley S Knoll
Dave Knoll
Carol Knutson & Terry Molitor
John & Shae Kobs
Myrene Koch
John Kochans
Judy Kochans
Sally & Donald Komejan
Delwyn Komejan
Robert & Ida Kompsie
Norma Koopman
Mark Kornelis
Kathy Korzinek
John & Amy Kosta
Barbara Kowalski
Dawn Kragt
Margaret Krause
Bill Kroes
Nancy Krzyworz
Sandra La Jeunesse
Tim Labrie
Tom & Jennifer Ladd
Erin LaDuke
Chris & Holly LaFave
Joan Lalley
David & Dawn Laman
Lois Lamar
Mary Jo Lamberts
Brian & Pam Land
Pam Landes
Vivian Lane
Melissa Lang
Mary Larr

Beth Larsen
Agnes Larsen
Cathy Larsen
Gary & Mary Law
Richard & Marie Lee
Jack & Thelma Leenhouts
Ellen Leik
Christine & Barry Lemay
Nancy & John Lepard
Matt Lepard
Melanie Lewin
Bern Lewis
Wendi & Bruce Lewis
Paula & Mark Lewison
Andrew Liang
Myrna Liepins
Donald & LaVerne Lievense
Marcia & Rich Lievense
Jim Lilly
Jayne Lindblom
Martha Litherland
Carrie Llewellyn
Betsy Lobdell
Lillie Lodge
Barrie Loeks
Shirley Lohman
Wendy Lonergan
Nathan Looyenga
Kathleen Lord
Susan Lowe
Dave & Gwen Luban
Abigail Lucas
Janet Lugers
Amber Lugten
Kim Lumbert
Norman & MaryEllen Lunderberg
Marilyn Lynn
Paula Maas
Georgia Mace
Diane Main
Jan Malek
Robert & Janet Manglitz
Helen Mantooth
Carolyn & Jack Marquis
Karen & Danny Martin
Wynne Martin
Chris & Mari Martin
Martha Martinez-Elias

Giving Societies – Individuals and Families
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Brenda Marzynski
Bob & Mary Mason
Ross Mast
Sarah Mast
Judy Mastenbrook
Sue Matthews
Sarah Matwiejczyk
Linda & Bruce McCombs
Dale & Donna McConnell
Kevin & Kathy McDowell
Patrick McGinnis
Julie & Joe McKeever
Anne McLaughlin
Marianne McMillan
Karen McPhee
Karen Meeuwsen
Sharon Meeuwsen
Jim & Gail Meincke
Jan Meinel
Sergio & Jovanna Mendoza
Marcia Meoli
Sandy Mercurio
Lisa Merryman
Donnell Mersereau
Judy Meschke
Barbara & Glenn Meyaard
Mary Meyer
Anne Meyers
Hannes & Marj Meyers
Tammy Michmerhuizen
Karen Miedema
Mary & Dean Miilu
Linda Milanowski
Mary & Larry Miller
Frederick & Susan Millett
Tammie Milligan
Christine Miner
Lucille Mishoe
Charisse Mitchell
Wendy Molotky
Catherine Morgan
Deborah Morrow & Philip Kaldon
Julie Morton
Reini Moser
Doug Mosman
Patricia Motylinski
Susan Mueller
Tony & Elsie Muiderman

Judy Mulder
Jeannie Mullen
Nancy Nalley
Cheryl & John Nametz
Amy Nardin
Kaye Nedderman
Marion Nelson
Barbara & Ray Nelson
Robert & Patricia Nelson
Lorrie Nicholson
Deb Nick
Virginia Nickel
Charlotte Nienhuis
Joyce Nilsen
Thomas & Marilyn Norman
Kam Norrod
Rollin & Cherryl Nothwehr
Raymond & Joan Nowak
Janis Nowlin
Suzann Nummerdor
Emily Oberlee
Pamela O’Brien
William & Eileen O’Bryan
Suzanne O’Connor
Shirley Oetman
Carrie Oisten
Julie Olsen
John & Patricia Oltean
Necia Ornee
Jackie Ortegren
Norma & Jim Osterhouse
Catherine Ostrowski
James & Carolyn Oswald
Nish & Wayne Overbeek
Joyce Overway
Diana Pace
Pam Padding
Michael & Emery Page
Sara Park
Molly Parker
Sandy Parker
Lester & Lois Paterson
Deanna & Paul Payne
Anita Pellegrom
Jane Pennington
Jeanne Marie Pepin
Louis & Cornelia Pepoy
Melissa Peraino

Emily Periard
Misty Periard
Wende Periard
Phil & Jill Perkins
Deborah Perkins
Andi Perri
Lisa Perry
Debora Peters-DeVerney
Stephanie Peterson
Virginia Petrovich
Nicholas Petrovich
John Petrovich
Mark Petrovich
Fred & Jayne Pettinga
Mary Anne Phillips
Mary Phillips
Ben & Mary Phillips
Kevin & Betsy Phillips
Judy Phillips
Tom & Barb Piaget
Ken & Shirley Pierce
James & Beth Pietrowski
Kim Piette
Dana Plowman
Rob & Cindy Pocock
Judy Porath
Jeffrey & Mary Porter
Shirley Porter
Edward & Barb Post
Toni Postema
Deborah Postema-George & Rick George
Daniel & Carol Powers
David & Evelyn Prentice
Bertus & Edna Pyle
Sarah Quirk
Jack & Ruth Rabine
Dawn Racey
Elizabeth Rachoza
Richard & Cass Rademaker
Michael & Mary Ramirez
Ruth Rankens
Brenda Raphaelian
Dick & Peg Rasmussen
David Rausch
Ashley Rea
Mary Rea
James & Katie Redmond
Julie Reenders

Melanie Scholten & A.C. Vander Kolk
Kathleen Scholtz
Paul & Katherine Schoolmeester
Mary Kay Schoon
Lori Schoonover
Drew & Kathy Schramm
Teresa Schraudt
Lois & Donald Schreur
Michelle Schultz
George & Dawn Schumann
Carla Schutte
Mark Scott
Ronald Seamans
David & Dottie Seibold
Heather Sellers
Jennifer Sellon
Celia & Al Serrano
Jeffery & Tiffany Sevener
Mary Sharp
Kamryn Shaw
Judy Shepard
Lisa Shepherd
Gail Sheppard
Frank & Dorothy Sherburne Jr
Arlene Sherman
David Shryock
Jack & Mary Siebers
Dorothy Sikkema
Jean & William Simaz
Mark & Karen Simmons
Kayla Simmons
Deb Simms
Rob Simon
Betsy & Corey Simpson
Richard & Diane Sinclair
Mary Skach
Linda Slagel
Anne Slendebroek
Leon & Delores Slikkers
Charles & Susan Sloop
Robert & Sara Smart
Drew & Christy Smedley
Maxwell & Barbara Smith
Susanne Smith
Lisa Smith
Carol Smith
Diane Smith
Allison Smith

Joanie Reid
Dennis & Connie Remenschneider
Nancy Renn-Bugai
Andy & Kathy Rent
Kristen Reynolds
William & Maura Reynolds
John & Kathleen Richardson
Chuck & Patti Rickett
Norman & Ellen Rieck
Mary Riemersma
Michelle Rison
Millie Robbert
Paula Robbert
Julia Roberts
Jackie & Chris Robinson
David & Elise Roblin
Katherine Roe
Jane Rohlck
Sharon Rose
Angela Rose
Gary Rosema
David & Lou Roth
David & Bette Rowley
Scott & Anne Rowley
Leigh & Patricia Rowley
Shelley & Wayne Rumsey
Craig & Leslie Russell
Carrie Russell
Jean Rutledge
Robert & Diane Ryan
William & Jane Ryan
Sheryl & Robert Rydell
Jean & Patrick Rynearson
Dale Ryzenga
Evon Ryzenga
Robert & Sara Ryzenga
Wendy Sale
Jeanne Sanford
Deirdre Sartorius
Pamela & David Sauerman
Richard Saxon
Liz & Steve Schaftenaar
John Scheuerle
Marybelle Schipper
Bill & Debra Schippers
Marilyn Schmidt
Carol Scholler
April & Chris Scholten

Giving Societies – Individuals and Families



8   I   WWW.APLACEFORWOMEN.ORG

Giving Societies – Individuals and Families						      Foundations
Dianne Smith-Ahearn
Genese & Charles Snyder
Deb Snyder
Kay Snyder
Ginger Sobel
Jo Somerville
Phyllis Sorensen
Fred & Rosemary Sotok
Kathleen Sova
Deborah Spencer
Chris St. John & Bill Rhodes
LuAnne Stanley-Hook & Tim Hook
Amy Staples
Donna Stark
Jan & Jon Steiner
Patricia Stevens
Edward & Sandy Stielstra
Robert & Joanne Stille
Zinnie Stille
Matthew Stocke
Maggie Stone
Brian & Marisol Stork
Brooke Storms
Gisela Strand
Dr. Stratton Stratton
Warren Stuk
Stacy Sulski
Margaret Sumadji
Eric & Nancy Sundburg
Jim & Edie Swart
June Swart
Marv & Jodi Syens
Dan & Ann Tabor
Craig & Debbie Tanalshof
Lea Tanis
Roberta Tayler
Timothy & Linda Taylor
Rick & Christine Taylor
Merrill Taylor
Ron & Ruth Telgenhof
Mary & Robert Tennant
Ann Ter Horst
Alishia & Guy Terrill
David & Linda Tiles
Cornelia Tillema
Barbara Timmer
Ashley Timpner
Thomas & Deirdre Toeller-Novak

Edith Tomandl
Janet Tomhave
Laura Tonar
Susan Topp
Michelle Topp
Drew & Dee Dee Torres
Mike & Karen Torrey
Livia Trainor
Dolores Trese
Susan Treutler
Kathy Tripp
Sharon Uher
Kathleen Underwood
Tom & Pat Updegraff
Stephen & Martha Urbin
Randy & Shari Utting
Deanna Van Dyke
Charles & Gina Van Dyne
John & Nancy Van Eenehaam
Ruth Van Kampen
Patricia Van Kuiken
Heather Van Leeuwen
Louise Van Slooten
Harold VandeBunte
Marian VandeBunte
Scott VanDenBerg
Barbara VandenBerg
Vivien Vandenberg
Jan Vandenbosch
Scott Vander Stoep
Melissa Vanderhaar
Isla VanderHulst
Jack & Brenda VanderMeulen
Rita VanderPoorte
Ashlee VanderWal
Gwynne & Jerry Vanderwall
Shelley VanderWeide
Russell & Nancy VanderZwaag
Nancy & Terry VandeWater
Ruth VanEenenaam
Kenneth & Barb VanEseltine
Paul & Janice VanFaasen
Carl VanFaasen
Margaret VanGrouw
Barbara VanHeest
Wendy VanHuis
Mary & Larry VanLiere
Tyler & Courtney VanLonkhuyzen

Charlotte VanNeck
Jerry & Judith VanOrder
Bonnie VanOrman
Charlotte Vanoyen-Witvliet
Vicki VanPeursem
Lambert & Kathryn VanPoolen
Laurice Vantol
Dale & Susan VanZantwick
Eduardo Velazquez
Howard & Julie Veneklasen
Sandy Ver Hage
Jan VerHelst
Jayne & David VerLee
Ted & Kristine Vernier
Monica Verplank
Vicki & Gary Verplank
Carla & Al VerSchure
Melissa Villarreal
Elizabeth Villaverde
Lynn & Mary Vincent
Cora Visscher
Sheryl & Ross Vlietstra
Evelyn Vukin
Doug & Debby Wachter
Janet & Jim Walendsik
Billy & Nicky Wallace
Mark Walling
Mary Walters
Richard & Marla Walters
Kathy Walton
Sheila Warners
Arlene Warners
Sarah Warren
Rachel Warren
Steve & JoAnn Wassenaar
Kathy Waterstone
Ray & Juliette Watkoski
Rita Way
Sharon Weavers
Samantha Webbert
Mollie Weber
Barbara Weeber
Lucy Welch
Ann & Herb Weller
Ann & Herb Weller
Cynthia & Roy Welton
Mary Welton
Steve & Nancy Wessels

Mary Westra
BJ White
Patricia White
Sally Wieling
Gordon Wiersma
Lyda Wilcox
Cecil & Bette Williams
Shyra Williams
Shirley Williams
Robin Williams-Voigt
John & Priscilla Willson
Dale & Edith Winter
Sharon Wisner
Alan & Brenda Witte
Doug & Linda Witte
Janice Woirol
Robert & Christine Wright
Sara Wright
Judith Wyman
Tod Wyn
Wendy & Alan Yamaoka
Tony & Renee Yasick
John & Diane Ybarra
Marc Ydenburg
Mary Yedinak
Shirley Young
Karen & David Young
Jennifer Young
Jill Zuker
Bob & Melissa Zuker
Ruth Zwald
Tammy Zyniewicz

Abbitt Management Corporation Fund
Anonymous
Steven G Bandstra Foundation
Baudville’s Helping Hand
Bristol-Myers Squibb Employee  

Giving Program
Brooks Family Fund
Jack Brown Community Fund
Thomas and Susan DenHerder  

Family Community Fund
Elmer “Lou” Dense Fund
Dave and Mary Eagin Family Fund
G. E. Foundation
Grand Haven Area Community Foundation
Grand Rapids Community Foundation
The Herman Miller Foundation
The Community Foundation of the  

Holland/Zeeland Area
F. Martin and Dorothy A. Johnson  

Family Fund
Johnson Controls Foundation
The Paul A. Johnson Foundation/The 

Stanton Group
JSJ Foundation
Jim and Ginger Jurries Family Foundation
Lugers Family Foundation
The McKeough Family Fund
The Mignon Sherwood DeLano Founda-

tion, Inc.
Betty R. Miller Community Fund
The Louis and Helen Padnos Foundation
Esther R. and Seymour K. Padnos  

Community Fund
Perrigo Foundation
Pfizer Foundation Matching Gifts Program
The Schregardus Family Foundation, Inc
Marion A. and Ruth K. Sherwood Family Fund
Lynne Sherwood Foundation
Slikkers Foundation
John and Judy Spoelhof Foundation
Steelcase Foundation
Jean VanDaalan Community Fund
Wal-Mart Foundation
Samuel L. Westerman Foundation
The Miller Willitt Family Fund

“ 
”

It takes a community 
to challenge domestic  
violence and create  
a healthier future for 
all of us.

Jane Dickie,  
Board member
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Blue Cross Blue Shield of Michigan
Boar’s Head Provisions Company, Inc.
Borns LLC
Bradford Company
Brenner Oil Company
Butch’s Dry Dock
Carlson Wagonlit Travel
Cartridge World
Center of Unlimited Possibilities
Chemical Bank Shoreline - Holland
Comerica Bank - Grand Haven
DeNooyer Chevrolet. Inc.
Disher Design & Development
Donaylle Nicole Hair Studio
Dykstra Drug Store
EmploymentGroup
Equity Resource Environmental L.L.C.
Ess Tec, INC
Fifth Third Bank
Flagstar Bank
FLOAT Interiors
Gamache & Associates
Gazelle Sports
Gentex Corporation
Global Concepts Enterprise, Inc.
GLOBE Design & Vision
Grand Haven Bank
Greenleaf Trust
Grubb & Ellis/Focus Properties, Inc.
H&R Block
Hall Family Chiropractic PC
Hanneken Full Potential
Hantz Group
Harbor Industries Inc.
Haworth, Inc.
Howard Miller Company
Huntington National Bank -  

Grand Haven
Huntington National Bank - Holland
ICON Shelter Systems Inc
Intext Concepts, Inc
Investment Property Associates Inc
J.R. Automation Technologies, Inc.
jb and me
JB Laboratories
Johnson Controls, Inc.
KAM Plastics Corp.
Lakeshore Surgical Associates

Lakewood Family Medicine, PLC
Lamb Industrial Supply
Landscape Design Services, Inc.
Law Office of John R Moritz
Lighthouse Insurance Group
Louis Padnos Iron & Metal Company
M & S Tube Slotting & Fabrication
Macatawa Bank
Magna Donnelly - Optera Division
Magna Donnelly Corporation
McShane & Bowie, PLC
Mercantile Bank of Michigan
Metal Flow Corporation
Microsoft Corporation
Milagro Six, Inc. DBA McDonalds
Morgan Insurance
MotherTongues
National City Bank - Grand Haven
National City Bank - Holland
Nelson Steel Products, Inc.
New Holland Brewing Co.
North Ottawa Community Hospital
Northgate Furniture & Appliance, LLC
Northland Express Transport
ODL Inc.
Oppenhuizen Orthodontics
Overisel Lumber Company
Paragon Bank and Trust
Park Theatre
Parkway Electric and  

Communications, LLC
Periard Farms
Pfaff Pharmacy
PORTERcorp
Pristine Glass Company
Redeker Ford
Request Foods, Inc.
Seaver Finishing Inc.
Shape Corporation
Sherwin Williams
Shoreline Container & Packaging
Shoreline Title Agency LLC
St. John’s Thrift Shop
Strikwerda Family Dentistry
Target Corporation
Teerman’s of Holland, Inc.
Tennant Companies
The Baker Lofts

Organizations, Churches, Education, and Other Community Partners
ORGANIZATIONS
American Association of University 

Women - Holland 
Counterpart
Eastern Star Grand Haven-Spring 

Lake Chapter #132
Grand Haven Eagles Auxiliary
Holland Emblem Club No. 211
Holland Junior Welfare League
Holland Women’s Bowling  

Association
PEO Sisterhood Chapter DF
Professional Women’s Group
Rotary Club of Grand Haven
Snow Babies of West Michigan
Theta Chi Fraternity
Unity Lodge 191 F & AM
VFW - Auxiliary 2144
Warmones Womens Soccer Inc.
Woman’s Literary Club
Child and Family Resource Council
Children’s Advocacy Center
Community Action House
Hope College Counseling Center
Mediation Services
Active Network, Inc.
Girls on the Run International
Sylvia’s Place

CHURCHES
Bethel Christian Reformed Church
Borculo Christian Reformed Church
Christ Memorial Church
Christ Our Savior Lutheran Church
Congregational United Church  

of Christ
Fellowship Reformed Church
First Presbyterian Church of  

Grand Haven
First Presbyterian Church  

of Holland
First Reformed Church of Holland
First United Methodist Church  

of Holland
Grace Episcopal Church of Holland
Hope Church
Madison Square Christian Reformed 

Church
North Holland Church RCWM

North Holland Reformed  
Church-RCWM

Peace Lutheran Church
Plymouth Heights Christian 

Reformed Church
Rose Park Reformed Church
St. Francis de Sales Church
Third Reformed Church
United Methodist Church of Fruitport
Zion Lutheran Church

EDUCATION & GOVERNMENT
Black River Public School
City of Grand Haven
Coopersville Area Public Schools
County of Allegan
County of Kent
County of Ottawa, Treasurer
Douglas Elementary
Eagle Crest Charter Academy
Grand Haven Area Public Schools
Grand Valley State University, 

Women’s Center
Griffin School
Holland Christian High School
Hope College
Hudsonville Public Schools
Jenison Public Schools
Lakewood Elementary School
Lincoln Elementary
Spring Lake Public Schools
West Michigan Academy of Arts  

& Academic
West Ottawa Public Schools

BUSINESSES
AAA Michigan
Alferi Family Chiropractic
Alliance Medical Services, Inc.
Anchorage Marine and Yacht Club
Anderson Technologies, Inc.
Anonymous
Architects Collective
Back to Health Chiropractic
Baker Engineering
Barnes & Noble
Beechtree Family Dentistry
Bigler Berry Johnston Sztykiel  

& Hunt PC

The Bank of Holland
The Bookman
The Printery
Tiara Yachts, Inc.
Trans-Matic Manufacturing, Inc.
Tree House Books
Trigo Bread
USF Holland Inc.
V & S Siding Inc.
Van Hill Furniture
Vogelzang International Corporation
Warner Norcross & Judd LLP
WhizBang! Training
Worksighted
Zip Xpress, Inc

This list recognizes donors of 
financial gifts to Center for Women 
in Transition, Delta, and Girls on the 
Run/Girls on Track. This report does 
not include “in-kind” donations. 

We have made every effort  
to ensure this report of  
gifts is accurate. Please call  
our development office at  
(616) 494-1756 for  
clarification or to report  
an error in this publication.
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Center for Women in Transition–Statement of Financials (Sept. 30, 2008 with Comparative Totals for 2007)

		  Temporarily	
	 Unrestricted	 Restricted	 2008	 2007

ASSETS

CURRENT ASSETS
Cash and cash equivalents	 $	 422,421	 203,329	 625,750	 595,551
Grants receivable		  197,553	 31,290	 228,843	 302,710
Promises to give			   67,549	 67,549	 65,391
Interest receivable		  1,849		  1,849 	 3,741
Client rent receivable		  1,420		  1,420 	 9,731
Other receivables		  37,796		  37,796	 7,317
Prepaid expenses		  27,696		  27,696	 18,657

TOTAL CURRENT ASSETS	 $	 688,735	 302,168	 990,903	 1,003,098

PROPERTY & EQUIPMENT
Land	 $	 557,743		  557,743	 557,743
Buildings		  810,293 		  810,293	 810,293
Land & building improvements		 1,832,146		  1,832,146	 1,832,146
Office furniture & equipment		  446,038		  446,038	 448,766
Transportation equipment		  66,352		  66,352 	 66,352
		 3,712,572		  3,712,572	 3,715,300
Less accumulated depreciation		  (887,723)		  (887,723)	 (779,810)

NET PROPERTY & EQUIPMENT	 $	2,824,849		  2,824,849	 2,935,490

OTHER ASSETS
Beneficial interest in assets held at Community Foundations	  
	 $	 23,922 		  23,922	 27,493

 TOTAL ASSETS	 $	3,537,506	 302,168 	 3,839,674	 3,966,081

LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS

CURRENT LIABILITIES
Accounts payable	 $	 105,383		  105,383	 82,042 
Accrued wages and vacation pay		  73,534		  73,534	 62,288
Accrued payroll taxes		  10,342		  10,342	 11,226
Accrued retirement plan		  7,494		  7,494	 9,106
Current portion of long-term liabilities		 2,778		  2,778	 1,529

TOTAL CURRENT LIABILITIES	 $	 199,531		  199,531	 166,191

LONG-TERM LIABILITIES
Bank mortgage payable	 $	 92,967		  92,967	 94,200
MSHDA mortgages payable		  111,100		  111,100	 111,100
Less current portion shown above		  (2,778)		  (2,778)	 (1,529)

TOTAL LONG-TERM LIABILITIES	 $	 201,289 		  201,289	 203,771

TOTAL LIABILITIES	 $	 400,820		  400,820	 369,962

		  Temporarily	
	 Unrestricted	 Restricted	 2008	 2007

NET ASSETS
Unrestricted	 $	 3,112,708		  3,112,708	 3,317,003
Board designated funds		  23,978		  23,978
Temporarily restricted			   302,168	 302,168 	 279,116
TOTAL NET ASSETS	 $	 3,136,686	 302,168	 3,438,854	 3,596,119

TOTAL LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS	  
	 $	 3,537,506	 302,168	 3,839,674	 3,966,081

	REVENUES, GAINS, AND SUPPORT
Grants–governmental agencies	  
	 $	 1,213,339	 12,500	 1,225,839	 1,300,794
Other grants		  93,739	 92,732	 186,471	 169,666
Contributions		  342,108	 10,000	 352,108	 289,772
United Way			   133,257	 133,257	 135,784
Donated services, materials, & facilities	  
		  78,681		  78,681	 70,574
Transitional Housing Program 	12,766		  12,766	 43,903
Counseling & service fees		 2,668	 11,321	 13,989	 21,124
Girls on the Run registrations	 122,274 		  122,274	 88,043
Miscellaneous		  26,518		  26,518	 32,165
Special events		  122,157		  122,157	 98,192
Consignment sales			   130	 130	 187
Building rent		  23,672		  23,672	 21,270
Investment income		  21,711		  21,711	 32,385
Capital campaign					     1,808
Net assets released from restrictions		   
		  236,758	 (236,758)

TOTAL REVENUES, GAINS, & SUPPORT			    
	 $	 2,296,521	 23,052	 2,319,573	 2,305,667

EXPENSES
Program	 $	 2,077,896		  2,077,896	 2,209,829
Management & general		  225,375		  225,375	 144,057
Fundraising		  173,567		  173,567	 94,220

TOTAL EXPENSES	 $	 2,476,838		  2,476,838	 2,448,106

CHANGE IN NET ASSETS	$	 (180,317)	 23,052	 (157,265)	 (142,439)

NET ASSETS, Oct. 1	 $	 3,317,003	 279,116	 3,596,119	 3,738,558

NET ASSETS, Sept. 30	 $	 3,136,686	 302,168	 3,438,854	 3,596,119
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Life insurance
As you plan for your future, you can help us 
provide vital support, professional guidance 
and opportunities for women escaping vio-
lence; consider naming Center for Women 
in Transition as the irrevocable beneficiary 
of your life insurance policy.

Charitable gift annuity
In collaboration with area Community 
Foundations, we offer income for life and a 
reduction in taxes from a charitable dona-
tion. If you’re interested in giving through 

Ways to give 
In addition to cash donations, securities, 
personal property, and real estate, we  
accept these other forms of donations: 

Bequest 
A bequest in your will of property and/or 
assets is a caring way to advance our mis-
sion here at Center for Women in Transition. 
It gives you the ability to make a significant 
donation to a cause about which you feel 
passionate. In addition to being a legacy, 
your bequest can offer potential tax advan-

tages of reduced income and capital gains 
taxes, and charitable estate tax deductions.

Memorials
Honor a loved one by donating $100, $250, 
or $1,000 for an engraved brick to be 
placed around the garden at the entrance 
to our Holland office. We call this program 
Brick by Brick to Build a New Life.

We accept memorial donations in all 
amounts. On receiving your gift, we will mail 
acknowledgments to the family members or 
friends you’ve chosen to honor.

Your Donation Will Help Support Vital Programs and Services

your Community Foundation, contact the 
Center to begin a discussion.

Individual retirement account
The IRA you’ve already established can 
benefit the Center as well as reducing your 
and your heirs’ estate and income taxes. 
Designate Center for Women in Transition 
as the beneficiary of some portion of your 
IRA or 401K.

Non-profit organization
Center for Women in Transition is a non-
profit 501(c)3 charitable organization.

For more information about how to pursue making these types 
of donations contact our charitable giving experts:  

Mary Louise Avery, CFRE 
Marylouisea@aplaceforwomen.org 
(616) 494-1756

Charisse Mitchell 
Charissem@aplaceforwomen.org 
(616) 494-1750

Gifts that give…

$25	 covers the cost of one 
hour of counseling

$100	 provides enough food 
and shelter to help one 
family for one day

$120	 pays for a scholarship 
for one girl to participate 
in Girls on the Run® or 
Girls On Track

$250	 helps fund 100 hours of 
crisis line operation

$600	 provides housing  
assistance for a family 
for an entire month

Center for Women in Transition 
appreciates every donation and 
every donor, because we know 
you give in a spirit of compassion 
and trust. 
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WOMEN EXPERIENCE DOMESTIC ABUSE  
OR VIOLENCE IN THEIR LIFETIME 1in4 ”

“ Our volunteers make a significant 
difference through their commit-
ment to the agency and they are 
helping to create communities 
which are safe and violence free.

Sherry Martens 
Volunteer Coordinator

”“ Domestic violence isn’t an issue of men against women or women 
against men; It’s about violence versus peace. It’s attempting to 
control someone instead of respecting and valuing them as a person.

Holly Seymour 
Residential Program Manager

”
“ Volunteering at the Center has 

been an eye-opening experience. 
Volunteers and staff are extremely 
dedicated and project a contagious 
attitude of truly loving what they do. 
I’m honored to be involved with this 
place of healing.

Katie VanFaasen 
Volunteer



DELTA Project of Ottawa County is a collaborative 
program of the Lakeshore Alliance Against Domestic 
and Sexual Violence (LAASDV) and Center for Women 
in Transition. The Project is dedicated to working with 
local communities, schools, faith leaders, parents, 

youth, men, and boys as allies to prevent domestic violence before 
it happens. In the fifth year (2007-08) a total of 2,520 participants 
attended DELTA prevention activities. “Healthy Relationships: Treat-
ing Your Partner with Equality and Respect,”one of our prevention 
programs against dating violence, reached more than 1,400 high 
school teens.

Advocacy Empowerment Wheel
Developed by the Missouri Coalition Against Domestic Violence and distributed 

by the National Center on Domestic and Sexual Violence. 

Center for Women in Transition employs the empowerment through  
advocacy philosophy to create a safe environment where families can 
heal. We encourage clients to make their own decisions about their lives. 
At our emergency shelter, residents choose what to cook for dinner, 
when to put their kids to bed, and how to structure their day.

Our Girls on the Run® program is the 
fourth largest in the country. The cur-
riculum combines training for a 5K run-
ning event with healthy living education, 
life skills, mentoring relationships and 

physical training to educate and prepare girls in grades 
three through eight for a lifetime of self-respect and 
healthy living.

”
“ We continuously hear our clients say that they never thought 

they would find themselves in a domestic violence relation-
ship. Support groups are crucial to helping domestic and 
sexual assault survivors understand that they are not alone 
and more importantly; they are not to blame for the abuse.

Beth Larsen 
Supportive Services Manager
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Community Partner

Holland Program Center &  
Business Office
411 Butternut
Holland, MI 49424
616.392.2829

24-Hour Crisis Line

616.392.1970 
800.848.5991

Allegan Program Center
151 Brady Street
Allegan, MI 49010
269.673.2299

Grand Haven Program Center
300 North Ferry Street, Suite #C
Grand Haven, MI 49417
616.846.0674

Hablamos Español
616.355.9755 
866.728.2131

www.aplaceforwomen.org

Programs and services made possible because of the generosity of individuals, businesses, and foundations.
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